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Protecting Waterways Through
Responsible Campus Discharge

Saint Louis University (SLU) maintains a comprehensive institutional
framework to protect water quality and ensure that all wastewater
discharged from university operations meets national environmental
standards. This framework is grounded in SLU’s official Environmental
Policy, signed by the University President, which emphasizes environmental
preservation, responsible water use, pollution prevention, and full
compliance with laws and regulations.

The policy explicitly states:

“Aware of the scarcity and value of
freshwater, SLU shall endeavor to efficiently

and responsibly use water, including
identifying opportunities to recycle or reuse

it.”
 (Environmental Policy, Water Section, p.1)

This policy provides the institutional backbone for SLU’s adherence to
national standards, including the Philippine Clean Water Act (RA 9275),
Presidential Decree 984 (Pollution Control Law), and the DENR Water
Quality and Effluent Standards (DAO 2016-08).

Published in the Saint Louis University Website:
https://www.slu.edu.ph/environmental-programs/



SLU further safeguards water
quality through its formal
guideline “Proper Disposal of
Environmental Health Hazard
Wastes” (Document Code GL-
CMS-015). This policy defines
procedures for segregating,
labeling, storing, and safely
disposing hazardous materials
(p.1–2), ensuring they do not
enter wastewater pipelines or
natural waterways.

It mandates the involvement of Pollution Control Officers (PCOs), DENR-
accredited transporters, and the Campus Planning, Maintenance and
Security Department (CPMSD), reinforcing safe wastewater management
across academic and medical units.

SLU’s hazardous waste
policy prevents chemicals

and contaminants from
entering wastewater

systems.

All campus wastewater—from toilets, showers, faucets, laundries, and
refilling stations—is routed through SLU’s DENR-regulated Sewage
Treatment Plants (STPs). Each STP uses biofiltration, sedimentation, and
ozonation to ensure effluent meets DENR limits before discharge to the city
sewer or approved river monitoring points. Quarterly Self-Monitoring Reports
(SMRs) submitted to the DENR-EMB validate SLU’s compliance and
transparency.

SLU regularly submits government-verified SMRs to the DENR-EMB
to ensure legal and environmental compliance.

Published in the Saint Louis University Website:
https://www.slu.edu.ph/environmental-programs/

Published in the Saint Louis University Data Base

Strengthening Environmental Stewardship Through
SLU’s Wastewater and Hazardous Waste Policies



Institutional Control Through Hazardous
Waste Treatment Agreements

SLU’s protection of water quality is reinforced by its formal Memorandum of
Agreement with Servo-Treat Philippines, Inc. (2023–2026)—a DENR-
accredited hazardous waste transporter and treater. The agreement outlines
strict obligations for the safe handling, storage, transport, treatment, and
disposal of hazardous wastes generated across SLU campuses, including
laboratory chemicals, acids, solvents, infectious and pathological waste,
expired reagents, electronic waste, and pharmaceutical waste

Under this MOA, SLU is required to
ensure that all hazardous
materials are properly segregated,
labeled, secured, and never
discharged into wastewater
pipelines or natural waterways.
Servo-Treat, in turn, must secure
DENR Transport Permits, provide
Certificates of Treatment (COT),
and issue Certificates of Final
Disposal (pp.3–4), ensuring full
legal compliance and
environmental safety. This
partnership serves as a critical
barrier preventing chemical
contaminants from entering the
city’s sewer system, SLU’s STPs, or
downstream rivers such as Balili
and Bued.

SLU maintains a formal MOA with a
DENR-accredited hazardous waste
treater to prevent contaminants from
entering wastewater systems.

Published in the Saint Louis University Data Base


