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Action Plan to Reducing

Plastic Waste

Published in the Plastic Free Foundation website:
https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Philippines-
Playbook.pdf

The Philippines Plastic Solutions Showcase highlights real and practical initiatives
across the country to reduce plastic pollution, featuring stories from individuals,
organizations, and institutions. Among those recognized is Saint Louis University
for its strong efforts to minimize single-use plastics. Through its “Water is Life”
Refilling Station, students can refill reusable bottles for free. The university also
bans plastic bottles, enforces a plastic-free food hall with reusable cutlery and
plates, and provides condiments in bulk containers, demonstrating its
commitment to sustainable, plastic-free practices.
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SLU Environmental Policy on Plastic

Reduction

Published in the SLU website:
https://www.slu.edu.ph/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/SLU-Administrative-
Memo-No.-32-s5.-2023.pdf
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Pursuant to the City of Baguio Ordinance No. 18, Memo

Series of 2016, otherwise known as the S T A e e R R
Environment Code of the City of Baguio, SLU has Re  : REITERATION ON THE BAN ON THE USE OF STYROFOAM AND PLASTIC
implemented a policy to reduce the usage of S

plastics. Saint Louis University (SLU) reinforces its i

commitment to environmental protection The grstest et 4 lonet i h bk thot smecne s il v .”
through the reissuance of Administrative Memo s S5t
No. 32, s. 2023, reiterating the University-wide ban Incemptance it oy ofBngudoOrionce o e o 20 o ekt e sy
on Styrofoam and single-use plastic products. B e T
This directive—addressed to the SLU community, & g s s WOT o e Sy e s
canteen concessionaires, and suppliers—aligns o e e
with the City of Baguio’s Ordinance No. 18, series 2. Mo boted vt vl 00 200 0 cmtem, oo a4y s ety
of 2016 and directly supports SLU's institutional g A g ASIAERe A e
Environmental Policy, which mandates 3t s Syetonn o A prodcts 4 packagg o conairs.
responsible consumption, waste minimization, 4. g of ooy s, gusares, g, e, e
and the reduction of pollutants that harm 1oreuteve e Styrolom und st i pose o he 3 sproprise
ecosystems and human health. Doacice e S B, R e Ryl A e of o e O Co2s crenion,

let us do pur part by using envirenmentally safe products.

For your information, guidance, and strict compliance. i
Rooted in the principle that environmental protection is a shared responsibility, the
memo strengthens SLU’s drive to Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle, echoing the
Environmental Policy's call to “protect natural resources, prevent pollution, and
promote environmentally sound practices.” By explicitly prohibiting the use of
Styrofoam and plastic packaging and encouraging reusable items such as flasks,
meal boxes, and personal utensils, the University addresses a critical source of
pollution that can enter waterways, clog drainage systems, and degrade aquatic and
terrestrial ecosystems.

These guidelines advance SLU's Environmental Policy commitment to minimizing
pollutants that could contaminate soil and water, and limiting materials that
endanger wildlife or contribute to microplastic accumulation. Styrofoam and single-
use plastics are known to persist in the environment, fragment into microplastics,
and pose severe threats to rivers, marine ecosystems, and human health. By
prohibiting these materials on campus, SLU helps prevent plastic leakage into Balili
River, Bued River, and surrounding watersheds, where plastic waste can cause long-
term ecological harm.
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