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Saint Louis University (SLU) maintains
strict water quality standards and
discharge control measures to ensure
that all effluent released from
university operations is safe for
ecosystems, wildlife, and human
health. Guided by its Institutional Risk
Register and Annual Operational Plan,
SLU integrates pollution prevention,
wastewater risk management, and
regulatory compliance into its campus-
wide environmental governance.

The University operates multiple
DENR-permitted Sewage Treatment
Plants (STPs) that apply advanced
treatment processes. The University
holds an approved Discharge Permit
issued by the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources –
Environmental Management Bureau
(DENR-EMB), in compliance with
Republic Act 9275 (Philippine Clean
Water Act of 2004). This permit
governs the safe and regulated
discharge of treated wastewater from
the campus. 

To uphold water quality, SLU submits
Quarterly Self-Monitoring Reports
(SMRs) validated by DENR-accredited
laboratories. These reports consistently
confirm that key effluent parameters
remain well within allowable limits,
ensuring that discharges pose no harm
to receiving environments. 

SLU’s Commitment to Clean Water, Safe
Land, and Sustainable Ecosystems



Additionally, through the “Water is Life” program, SLU performs monthly
bacteriological testing by the Health Services Office of the City, and semi-annual
chemical and physical analyses by accredited laboratories to ensure water safety
and quality across the campuses. 

These programs are overseen by accredited Pollution Control Officers (PCOs)
under the Campus Planning, Maintenance, and Security Department (CPMSD),
with designated PCOs assigned to each campus. The PCOs ensure proper
implementation, regular monitoring, and compliance with environmental
regulations. Together, these efforts reflect SLU’s commitment to sustainable
water management and environmental protection, with policies and programs
that are implemented and monitored regularly.
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SLU also implements comprehensive guidelines for aquatic facilities, ensuring
that the University’s state-of-the-art swimming pools and other water-related
amenities are managed in an environmentally responsible way. These guidelines
include best practices for pool water treatment, chemical dosing, and filtration,
which reduce the frequency of draining and refilling while maintaining strict
water quality standards. The Olympic-size swimming pool, for instance, saves an
estimated 1.57 million liters annually through its shade structure, improved
chemical management, and integration with the STPs. By linking recreational
and athletic facilities with water recycling systems, SLU minimizes pollution risks
while extending the lifecycle of water resources.


