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Protecting Waterways Through
Responsible Campus Discharge

Safeguard Headwaters

As an institution situated in the headwater region of Northern Luzon, Saint
Louis University (SLU) maintains a comprehensive institutional framework to
protect water quality and ensure that all wastewater discharged from campus
operations strictly complies with national environmental standards. Grounded
in SLU’s official Environmental Policy—signed directly by the University
President—this  framework  establishes institutional mandates  for
environmental preservation, responsible water management, proactive
pollution prevention, and total regulatory compliance.

SLU’s policy serves as the operational backbone for adhering to national
environmental statutes, including the Philippine Clean Water Act (RA 9275),
the Pollution Control Law (Presidential Decree 984), and the DENR Water
Quality and Effluent Standards (DAO 2016-08). By embedding these standards
into daily operations, SLU ensures that its discharges protect aquatic
ecosystems, wildlife, and public health downstream.

The policy explicitly states:
“Aware of the scarcity and value of
freshwater, SLU shall endeavor to
ARGHRASETAL FOLIC efficiently and responsibly use water,
including identifying opportunities to
recycle or reuse it.”
(Environmental Policy, Water Section, p.1)
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To translate this vision into operational safeguards, the
university enforces the formal guideline “Proper Disposal
of Environmental Health Hazard Wastes” (Document Code
GL-CMS-015). This guideline establishes mandatory
procedures across academic, laboratory, and medical units
for segregating, labeling, storing, and safely handling
hazardous materials (pp. 1-2). By regulating these materials
at the source, SLU prevents toxic substances from entering
campus drainage pipelines or local freshwater bodies.
Operational enforcement is managed collaboratively by
Pollution Control Officers (PCOs), DENR-accredited
transporters, and the Campus Planning, Maintenance and
Security Department (CPMSD), ensuring institutional
oversight across all campus facilities.

To guarantee that liquid discharge meets national effluent
standards prior to release, all campus wastewater—
originating from restrooms, showers, sinks, laundries, and
refilling stations—is routed directly to SLU's DENR-
regulated Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs).

Each STP utilizes a rigorous multi-stage purification
process combining biofiltration, sedimentation, and
ozonation. This system neutralizes organic loads,
pathogens, and suspended solids, ensuring that treated
effluent consistently satisfies DENR limits before being
discharged into the municipal sewer system or designated
river monitoring points. To maintain complete legal
compliance and public transparency, SLU submits
Quarterly Self-Monitoring Reports (SMRs) directly to the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources -
Environmental Management Bureau (DENR-EMB).

By integrating presidential policy mandates, multi-stage
STP processing, and DENR-accredited hazardous waste
partnerships, Saint Louis University constructs a multi-
layered barrier against water pollution. This comprehensive
framework prevents toxic loading into Baguio City's
municipal sewer system and protects the biological
integrity of the Balili River and Bued River basins
downstream. Through continuous monitoring and strict
adherence to water discharge standards, SLU fulfills its role
as an institutional steward, preserving vital freshwater
resources and protecting human health and wildlife across
the region.
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Objective

Praper dipotal of enviranmenal Bealth hazard wattes is o maintenance task or operation
porforrmed to dispase andd clear storages for hasardous wantes 1o protect the humran
Psealth and the environment from the rivis posed by hazardous waste.

. Scope

Theese guidelines shall apply to all SLU Schoels and LU Campartes.

Responsibality

All Deanafiteads of all SLU Schools/Departments and adsigned Pollution Contral Officers
[PCO) per campus in cooadiration with the CPMSD Office shall b responsible in
coorSnating with randporters in dispesing hazardous wastes.

Guidelires and Procedures

Praper dipoial of enviranmaental kealth hazard waited for all SLU Campused ikall be
coordinated berween the Deans, Depanment Heads of Scthools, Pollution Control
Officers and the CPMSD Dffice with the support of the SLU Adminkitration.

41 Sehedols will b reiponiilile fof the segregation and labelling of ¢hermicals in the
Hloragge aned

4-2 SchaolyPollution Control (dficen [ POO) will be making the request far the hauling of
hazardous wastes.

43 The CPMSD Office will verify thint the fequifermenti fdded 58 the Departmant of
Ervwiranment and Natural Retources are complete and is ready for the clesrance for
hauding of transporter,

Hote: The CPMSD Office & ONLY responsible for the coordinabion with
transporterfhauler.
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