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Empowering Youth
Stewardship:

By empowering student leadership, building multi-sectoral partnerships, and
supporting hands-on marine conservation initiatives, higher education
institutions play a vital role in fostering long-term environmental responsibility
across coastal and upland communities alike.

Saint Louis University (SLU) operationalizes this commitment by supporting
student-led environmental organizations like the Youth Council of Ecolodians
(YCE). Recognizing that land-based and highland communities directly impact
coastal ecosystems, SLU supports youth initiatives that bridge regional gaps to
protect marine life and coastal habitats.

SDG 14: Life Below Water

SLU’s Youth Council of Ecolodians Partners
with CURMA for Marine Conservation



Program Title

By actively supporting the Youth Council of
Ecolodians in building cross-regional

partnerships with CURMA, Saint Louis
University demonstrates how institutional

support for student programs drives
practical, measurable, and community-

rooted aquatic stewardship
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